Minutes of the Town of Huntersville Ordinance Advisory Board

The Town of Huntersville Ordinance Advisory Board met in person at 3:30 p.m. on Thursday,
February2, 2023.

Call to Order/Roll Call
Chairman Jones called the meeting to order at 3:30 pm.

Voting Members Present: M. Jones, J. Kluttz, K. Jones, F. Gammon, B. Skelly (arrived at 3:52
p.m.), H. Whittaker, T. Taylor, A. Hallman & T. Finlay

Non-Voting Members Present: Commissioner Munger, J. Simoneau, T. Barron, E. Sloop, and J.
Glass
Non-Voting Members Absent: None

Approval of Minutes

Item 2A. Consider approval of the January 5, 2023, Regular Meeting Minutes

Motion: K. Jones made a Motion to Approve the amended January 5, 2023, minutes. A. Hallman
seconded the motion.

Vote: The motion passed unanimously (8-0).

Public Comments
No public comments.

Action Agenda

T. Finlay stated that he had a conflict of interest with Item 4A and requested to be recused.
Motion: F. Gammon made a Motion to recuse T. Finlay for Item 4A. A. Hallman seconded the
motion.

Vote: The motion passed unanimously (8-0).

Item 4A: Consider recommendation on petition #TA22-11, a request by the Huntersville
Planning Department for a text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance to amend Article

10 Signs to increase flexibility of sign regulations and codify current practices.

(Kayleigh Mielenz)

K. Mielenz, Planner | reviewed the proposed amendment as included in the attached exhibits.

The Board had discussion related to clarifying terms, placement, safety concerns, and code
enforcement.

Motion: K. Jones made a Motion to Approve TA22-11 to amend Article 10, Signs to increase
flexibility of sign regulations and codify current practices. A. Hallman seconded the motion.
Vote: The motion passed (7-0-1) with H. Whittaker abstaining.
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Motion: A. Hallman made a Motion to Reinstate T. Finlay. H. Whittaker seconded the motion.
Vote: The motion passed unanimously (8-0).

Item 4B: Consider recommendation on petition #TA22-15, a request by the Huntersville
Planning Department for a text amendment to Article 7 Landscaping and Open Space to
update penalties for removal/damage of required vegetation. (Kayleigh Mielenz)

K. Mielenz, Planner | presented the proposed amendment as included in the attached exhibit.
Staff stated that they will be redrafting the amendment to simplify the penalty calculation. Staff
indicated that the revision will be so extensive that they would recommend the Board limit
discussion on this item until the new version is presented.

Item 4C: Consider a recommendation on petition #TA23-01, a request by the Huntersville
Planning Department for a text amendment to Article 7, Part A: Landscaping altering

the spacing and location of required street trees and providing greater flexibility for the
types of supplemental residential lot trees. (Lauren Speight)

L. Speight, Senior Planner presented the proposed amendment as included in the attached
exhibits.

H. Whittaker asked if the tree was placed on the homeowner’s property who would be
responsible for maintenance, replacement, and possible damages caused by the tree. Staff
responded that currently the ordinance indicates the homeowner or homeowner’s associated
would be responsible as determined by that homeowner’s association.

H. Whittaker asked about developer requirements for yard trees and types of trees. Staff
relayed the history behind the ordinances related to yard trees, varying sizes of side paths, how
tree types were considered, and how placement of trees is now being considered to reduce
damages.

H. Whittaker stated he is not opposed to this. He commented on the importance of clear
communication and expectations so that homeowners would fully understand their financial
responsibilities.

K. Jones asked how a homeowner may be affected if an existing neighborhood is retrofitted
with curb and gutter. Staff responded that a yard tree requirement would not apply and retrofit
streets are typically too tight to allow for street trees.

Commissioner Munger added that this is a layered issue which includes sidewalks being
adjacent to roads leading people to park on sidewalks, sidewalks being further in leads to
homeowners parking in their driveway and partially blocking the sidewalk. This leads to the
focus being on the correct tree installed correctly for the size of the planting strip. He added
that in Vermillion, the homeowner is responsible for replacing the street tree if it dies and must
get approval from the homeowner’s association for which type of tree he may plant in that
location.
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F. Gammon commented that he does not want to add more regulation and burden on the
homeowners regarding trees and there should be greater education related to the current
regulations and resident requirements.

H. Whittaker commented that moving the tree up into the homeowner’s property and the line
fills up with roots it would become the responsibility of the homeowner which could create a
serious cost.

M. Jones asked staff about how the tree is planted. Staff confirmed that the note is on the plan
requiring a specific method for tree planting however this is not inspected, and trees are often
found planted incorrectly.

S. Trott, Director of Engineering for Town of Huntersville commented that in addition to sewer,
water, power, gas, and telecommunication lines are also typically in the planting strip.
Stormwater is publicly maintained and typically also within the planting strip. Additionally
street signs, regulatory signs, streetlights are also in this area that can conflict with trees. Trees
located can also create a sight distance issue so the number, size, spacing are a few of many
factors that go into selecting the trees.

Item 4D: Consider a recommendation on petition #TA23-02, a request by the Huntersville
Planning Department for a text amendment to Article 14.2.3, Traffic Impact Analysis,
Applicability to remove a reference to the Subdivision Ordinance that no longer applies to
sketch plans reviews per the approved amendment TA22-05 making the major subdivision
review process administrative.

L. Speight, Senior Planner presented each section of the proposed amendment.

Staff confirmed ZO Article 14.2.3 would be amended as presented with the additional strike out
of “for rezoning cases.”

The Board had discussion related to when an applicant would be allowed to withdraw their
plans, when they can resubmit, and how this would affect the timeline.

Motion: T. Taylor made a Motion to recommend approval of TA23-02 as presented by staff. T.
Finlay seconded the motion.

Vote: The motion passed unanimously (9-0).

Item 5A: Acknowledge terms of service for Tim Taylor, Thomas Finlay & Brandy Skelley
Chairman Jones thanked all exiting Board members for their service.

Item 5B: Election of Chair and Vice-Chair

Nomination: F. Gammon nominated A. Hallman as Chair. H. Whittaker seconded the
nomination. There were no other nominations.

Vote: The motion passed unanimously (9-0).
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Nomination: A. Hallman nominated K. Jones as Vice-Chair. H. Whittaker seconded the motion.
There were no other nominations.
Vote: The motion passed (8-1) with T. Finlay opposed.

Other Business
No other business.

Adjourn
Motion: J. Kluttz made a Motion to Adjourn. H. Whittaker seconded the motion.

Vote: The motion passed unanimously (9-0).

Approval of Minutes
February 2, 2023, minutes approved unanimously at the March 2, 2023 regular meeting.
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