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Janet Pierson 

 
 

 
The Huntersville Board of Commissioners meeting was held at Town Hall 101 Huntersville-Concord Road, Huntersville, 
NC 28078, at 6:00 PM on November 3, 2025. 
  
GOVERNING BODY MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Christy Clark, Mayor Pro Tem Jennifer Hunt, Commissioner Alisia 
Bergsman, Commissioner Edwin Quarles, Commissioner LaToya Rivers, Commissioner Nick Walsh 
 
1. Pre-meeting - None 
 

 

  
2. Call to Order 
 Mayor Clark called the meeting to order. 
  
3. Moment of Silence 
 Mayor Clark called for a moment of silence. 
  
4. Pledge of Allegiance 
 Mayor Clark led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
  
5. Announcements and Presentations 
 Ethan Smith presented announcements regarding: 

• Tree adoption event will be held by Tree Charlotte for North Mecklenburg County residents to get 
a variety of trees. A registration link will be added November 7 at 10 am. 

• CMS will hold a community meeting for a new school on November 20 from 6 pm to 7 pm at 
Francis Bradley Middle School, which is at 13345 Beatties Ford Rd. 

• Town of Huntersville was honored as one of the healthiest employers in North Carolina. We 
received a second place ranking in the 200 to 499 employees category. 

https://www.youtube.com/@townofhuntersvillenc28078
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• Town of Huntersville Design Guidebook won the 2025 Marvin Collins Award in the Specialized 
Planning category. Brad Priest, our assistant planning director was recognized by the American 
Planning Association, the North Carolina chapter for his work on that. 

• Steve Robbins, Public Works Director, was just sworn in as the 2026 President of the American 
Public Works Association for the North Carolina Chapter Streets Division. 

  
 5.A. Environmental Sustainability Committee Presentation 
  Environmental Sustainability Committee presentation. 
   
  Diane McLaine and Anne Marie O'Neill gave an update on the progress of the Committee's goals. 

First was to increase the visibility of the Sustainability Committee.  The next goal was to plan, 
organize, and execute creek and community cleanup days. Thirdly, was to determine opportunities 
for developing wildlife corridors. 
 
- PowerPoint attached hereto as EXHIBIT 5A-1 

   
6. Public Comments 
 Mayor Clark opened public comments. 

1. Josh Dumas spoke on behalf of his wife, former Commissioner Amanda Dumas, thanking Board 
members and the public for their support during her tenure. 

2. Chris Wolak spoke about Pottstown 
3. Stephenie Brown spoke about Pottstown 
4. Rachel Zwipf spoke about Pottstown 
5. Janelle Harris spoke about Pottstown 

Mayor Clark closed public comments. 
  
7. Agenda Changes/Adoption of Agenda 
 Commissioner Bergsman made a motion to adopt the Agenda. 

Mayor Pro Tem Hunt seconded the motion. 
Motion Passed with Yes 5, No 0, Abstained 0 

  
8. Consent Agenda 
 Commissioner Walsh made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. 

Commissioner Quarles seconded the motion. 
Motion Passed with Yes 5, No 0, Abstained 0 

  
 8.A. PARTF Grant Contract for First Responders Park 
  The Town received a $500,000 Grant from the NC Parks and Recreation Trust Fund for First 

Responders Park.  The Town will need to sign this contract to accept the $500,000 grant. 
   
  Item approved via Consent Agenda. 
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 8.B. Budget amendment for PARTF grant - First Responders Park 
  The Town has been awarded a $500,000 matching grant from the NC Parks and Recreation Trust 

Fund project agreement for Local Government Grants for the First Responders Park project. The 
scope of the project includes such items as playground, picnic shelter, pickleball courts, surfacing, 
trail, site furnishings, restroom pavilion, parking lot, utilities, stormwater improvements, signage, 
planning costs, and contingency.  
The Board would accept State grant funds and approve budget amendment appropriating the 
State grant funds in the amount of $500,000 to First Responders Park Grant Revenue account and 
Capital Expense account. 

   
  Financial Implications: No net impact to fund balance; offsetting revenue and expense. 

 
Item approved via Consent Agenda. 

   
 8.C. Change Order 1 - Townley Rd Connector 
  The Town's Engineering Department requested a change order from RS&H, Inc. for the full design 

of the Townley Rd Connector project. The total for this change order is $402,561.75. The 
Engineering Department wishes to engage with RS&H, Inc. for the completion of this project. 

   
  Financial Implications: Included in FY26 budget. 

 
Item approved via Consent Agenda. 

   
 8.D. 2026 Street Resurfacing Contract 
  The Town's Public Works Department received bids for the 2026 Resurfacing Project on October 2, 

2025. The Town received 6 bids with the lowest responsive, responsible contractor being Blythe 
Construction. The Public Works Department wishes to engage with Blythe Construction for the 
completion of this project. 

   
  Financial Implications: The Powell Bill funds will be used for this $2,288,717 contract. 

 
Item approved via Consent Agenda. 

   
 8.E. Police Vehicles Purchase 
  The Huntersville Police Department would like to purchase ten (10) new police vehicles, eight 

SUVs and two pickup trucks, from Parks Ford under the North Carolina State Contract as approved 
in the FY26 budget. These vehicles replace aging units that have exceeded their reliable service 
life, reducing maintenance costs and improving operational safety. The mix of SUVs and trucks 
supports both patrol and specialized operational needs, ensuring officers have dependable and 
properly equipped vehicles. This purchase aligns with the department’s long-term fleet 
management and replacement plan. 

   
  Financial Implications: Included in FY26 budget. 

 
Item approved via Consent Agenda. 
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 8.F. Design-build criteria for Fire Station No. 5 
  Pursuant to N.C.G.S. 143-128.1A, governmental entities must establish written criteria for 

determining when the design-build contracting method is appropriate for a project.  This item 
establishes the criteria determining that the design-build contracting method is appropriate for 
constructing the new Fire Station No. 5 project. 
 
If passed, the Town will issue an RFQ for a Design-Build team interested in completing the project 
off Ramah Church Road.   
 
Ultimately, Design-Build allows the entire project team to become involved at the start of the 
project, helping to manage the budget in the development of plans and working to ensure a 
guaranteed maximum price for the cost of construction when that time comes.  It helps improve 
communication throughout the process as teams have some familiarity and past experience on 
similar projects.  It also helps avoid any potential issues where we have a design team designing a 
building without direct input from the general contractor handling construction as it relates to 
constructability, cost and availability of materials and managing project expectations versus 
project budgets.  This process was used for the new town hall and helped make for a smooth 
process that has stayed on time and within budget. 

   
  Item approved via Consent Agenda. 
   
 8.G. Greenway, Trail, and Bikeway Master Plan Map Recommended Changes 
  Over the past several meetings, the Greenway, Trail, and Bikeway Commission (GTBC) has been 

reviewing and updating the Greenway, Trail, and Bikeway Master Plan map. As a result of this 
work, the GTBC is recommending two updates: 
 
North Mecklenburg Park Greenway Connection: 
Add the section of greenway that connects the North Mecklenburg Park Greenway to NC 21. This 
addition will establish an east–west connection between NC 21 and NC 115. This segment is 
already identified on the Mecklenburg County Greenway Master Plan map. 
 
The Seam Trail Alignments: 
Formerly known as The Mooresville to Charlotte Trail, The Seam alignment currently being studied 
is more than 60 miles long, from Statesville to the South Carolina state line and generally follows 
the future Red Line commuter rail alignment.  
 
The recommendation is to add both the preferred and alternative alignments for The Seam Trail. 
These alignments have already been separately adopted as part of the CRTPO Comprehensive 
Transportation Plan (CTP) under the Bicycle Mode, as well as in the Town’s Bike Plan Update 
(2020), Mobility Plan (2025) and current Greenway, Trail, and Bikeway Master Plan. 
 
These updates will ensure that all adopted alignments are consolidated in one reference 
document, providing clarity and consistency when reviewing new development proposals. 

   
  

Item approved via Consent Agenda. 
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 8.H. Call a public hearing on Petition #TA25-10: Private Helistops Zoning Ordinance Amendment 
  Call a public hearing for November 18, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. at Huntersville Town Hall, Huntersville, 

NC 28078 on Petition #TA25-10, a request by R. Todd Hirschfeld to amend Articles 3.2.3 and 9.18 
of the Zoning Ordinance to permit with conditions private helistops in the General Residential 
zoning designation. 

   
  Item approved via Consent Agenda. 
   
 8.I. Call Public Hearing on Petition #TA25-11: Rear Yard Setback Zoning Ordinance Amendment 
  Call a public hearing for November 18, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. at Huntersville Town Hall, Huntersville, 

NC 28078 on Petition #TA25-11, a request by Northwood Ravin to amend Articles 4.9 and 8.16 of 
the Zoning Ordinance to allow single-family detached homes, on lots 50 feet wide and less 
accessed via alley, to have a reduced rear yard setback when a garage is attached to the primary 
structure via breezeway. 

   
  Item approved via Consent Agenda. 
   
 8.J. Call a Public Hearing for Petition #TA25-12: Detached Garages Zoning Ordinance Amendment 
  Call a public hearing for November 18, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. at Huntersville Town Hall, Huntersville, 

NC 28078 on Petition #TA25-12, a request by the Town of Huntersville Planning Department to 
amend Article 8.16 of the Zoning Ordinance to allow detached garages in any yard on lots over 
five acres in size. 

   
  Item approved via Consent Agenda. 
   
9. Public Hearings 
 (No Public Hearings) 
  
10. Other Business 
 

 

  
 10.A. Public Arts Commission Appointment 
  Consider appointing one (1) member to the Public Arts Commission, due to a resignation, from 4 

applicants. 

1. Three-year term, expiring 3/31/2026 (Tim Kendra-Dill resigned) 

   
  Commissioner Rivers, Commissioner Walsh, Mayor Pro Tem Hunt, Commissioner Quarles and 

Commissioner Bergman all nominated Christina Stout. 
 
Commissioner Bergsman made a motion to appoint Christina Stout to the Public Arts Commission 
for a partial three-year term expiring March 31, 2026. 
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Commissioner Walsh seconded the motion. 
Motion Passed with Yes 5, No 0, Abstained 0 

   
 10.B. 14719 N Old Statesville Rd Purchase Agreement 
  Consider purchase agreement for the purchase of property located at 14719 N Old Statesville Rd 

for $550,000. 
   
  Bobby Williams and Michael Jaycocks spoke about the potential of the property to be for 

workforce housing or expansion of Holbrook Park. 
 
Commissioner Quarles made a motion to approve the purchase agreement for property located at 
14719 North Old Statesville Road. 
Commissioner Rivers seconded the motion. 
Motion Passed with Yes 5, No 0, Abstained 0 

   
 10.C. 14719 N Old Statesville Rd Budget Amendment 
  Consider approving budget amendment for purchase of 14719 N Old Statesville Rd for $550,000. 
   
  Financial Implications: Reduce General Fund Balance by $550,000. 

 
Commissioner Walsh made a motion to approve the budget amendment for purchase of 14719 
North Old Statesville Road. 
Commissioner Bergsman seconded the motion. 
Motion Passed with Yes 5, No 0, Abstained 0 

   
 10.D. Pottstown Community Preservation Plan. 
  Consider adoption of Pottstown Community Preservation Plan. 
   
  David Peete asked for any questions since the item was deferred at the last meeting. 

Commissioner Rivers asked questions about community review time, ETJ boundaries, and 
accountability measures. 
Eric Orozco explained various preservation tools including overlays, land trusts, and historic 
designations. 
David Peete explained ETJ vs. municipal limits and service delivery differences. 
 
Commissioner Rivers made a motion to adopt and approve the Pottstown Community Preservation 
plan as it is a working plan. 
Commissioner Quarles seconded the motion. 
Motion Passed with Yes 5, No 0, Abstained 0 
 
Commissioner Rivers said I just want to commend the residents for their hard work and their due 
diligence. I want to commend the town staff and neighboring concepts for your hard work and 
your due diligence as well. What I can say is that we want to ensure that our community is 
preserved again. We did lose a home that has been in the community for many years, and it's very 
near and dear to me because it was family property, and we have to ensure that our community is 
protected. But we also want to ensure that the future, our future, our children's future, they're able 
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to recognize and appreciate the preservation of the Pottstown Community. So I look forward to 
seeing the community unify. I think that this is bridging the gap and building trust between the 
town and the community, which has also been a concern raised within the past two years that I 
have been sitting in this seat. So I'm ready to see the action. I think a lot of residents in the 
community are ready to see the action, and I think this is a great start. So thank you. 
 
- PowerPoint attached hereto as EXHIBIT 10D-1 

   
11. Closing Comments 
 Commissioner Rivers reminded residents to take health precautions with seasonal changes. 

Commissioner Walsh encouraged voting and wished his colleagues luck. 
Commissioner Bergsman reported updates from Visit Lake Norman. 
Mayor Clark reminded everyone to vote. 

  
12. Adjourn 
 There being no further business, Mayor Pro Tem Hunt made a motion to adjourn. 

Commissioner Rivers seconded the motion. 
The motion Passed. 
Mayor Clark adjourned the meeting. 
 
 
 
These Board Minutes were approved this the 2nd day of December 2025. 
Janet Pierson, Town Clerk 
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Environmental Sustainability Committee 2025 
Goals and Progress 

● Increase the visibility of sustainability issues in the Town of Huntersville
○ Held several Table events at the Grower’s market 
○ Defined colors based on existing Huntersville logos to be used for Sustainability branding
○ Working with the town to launch a Sustainability page on the Town of Huntersville website

● Plan, organize and execute creek and community cleanup days 
○ 11/22 Pottstown cleanup scheduled, North Meck Park cleanup being planned for Jan/Feb, others 

being planned for later next year
● Determine opportunities for developing wildlife corridors 

○ Partnered with the NCDOT and updated driver wildlife guidelines statewide, including the driver’s 
handbook and Driver’s Ed materials 

○ Partnering with the Town to identify opportunities to develop a Green Network Plan allowing for 
natural wildlife movement and traffic safety

● Determine opportunities for sustainable practices related to building and 
demolition, sustainable water & energy usage, and waste reduction 
○ Researched green building practices and certifications that could be implemented within 

Huntersville, as well best practices for water & energy usage and waste reduction
●  Launch a Treasure Tree Program with the Town of Huntersville 



American Forest Champion Trees 
Almost 100 years ago, American Forests launched the National 
Champion Trees program.  It started out as a competition — a 
national hunt to discover the largest living specimens of tree species - 
and continues today as a register for tree appreciation.  

Related programs:
● NC Champion Trees
● Mecklenburg 

Treasure Trees
● Other NC 

Municipality 
Treasure Tree 
Programs  



Create a Huntersville program recognizing:

● Champion trees (largest of their species)
● Trees with special features
● Trees tied to our history or culture

How would it work?

● A tree is nominated, measured, and voted on
● Signage is added to the tree with a QR code
● Information about the tree would be 

searchable on the webpage, either by 
scanning the tree’s QR code or by direct 
webpage lookup   

Town of Huntersville Treasure Tree Program 
Recommendation 



Treasure Tree Program Resource Needs
Use existing infrastructure for:

● Communication:  Newsletter, Community Events 
● Webpage:  House the nomination form, Treasure 

Tree listing with tree information, and a Treasure 
Tree map on a ESC sub-page

● Nomination and Review Process:  ESC 
● Measurements and Verification of features: ESC, 

volunteers, Arborist verification
● Quarterly Voting: ESC
● Tree Signage: Internal Signage Production 
● Community Engagement:  Events

Goal is to select 5 trees in the first iteration for 
recognition on Arbor Day 2026



Treasure Tree Program Benefits 
Engage the community and encourage 
appreciation and conservation of our tree 
canopy by:

● Holding Treasure Tree recognition events
● Creating a sense of friendly competition 

and pride for our trees 
● Providing the opportunity to learn about a 

Treasure Tree’s special qualities 
● Recognizing Town features and history 

through the Tree Canopy  
● Setting up opportunities to experience 

Trees in a unique way
● Identifying Heritage, Specimen, and 

Champion trees in our community 



Request to the Board  

The ESC is requesting 
that the Town of 
Huntersville support the 
use of the necessary 
resources to execute a 
successful Treasure Tree 
Program 



Q+A



Appendix   



Mecklenburg County Treasure Tree Register
Huntersville Trees

Huntersville currently has two trees on the Meck 
County Treasure Tree Register: 

1. #11 Mimosa tenuiflora
● Location: McGuire Nuclear Station
● Points: 173

1. #106 Loblolly Pine (Pinus taeda)
● Location: Huntersville (Mt Holly Huntersville 

Rd area)
● Points: 228



Huntersville Heritage and Specimen Trees 
A Huntersville Heritage Tree is a:
● Tree that is listed on the 

○ American Forest Association's Champion Tree list
○ North Carolina Champion Tree List
○ Mecklenburg County Treasure Tree List 

● OR Any tree that would meet 80% of the points of a tree on North 
Carolina's Champion Tree List

A Huntersville Specimen Tree is a:

● Tree (or group of trees) considered important due to unique or noteworthy 
characteristics or values based on its size, age, rarity, or special historical or 
ecological significance. 

 A Treasure Tree program could help to identify Heritage and Specimen 
trees in our community 
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